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Professor Coffin said consideration of the possible extension of Australia’s marine
jurisdiction around William’s Ridge has been on hold due to a lack of sufficient
data and samples from the continental shelf.

“The data and samples we collect will inform a possible future submission to the
CLCS to extend Australia’s marine jurisdiction to include the continental shelf on
and around William’s Ridge, an extension of the Central Kerguelen Plateau near
Australia’s Heard Island.

“The CLCS assessed Australia’s continental shelf entitlements from 2004 to 2008,
but in 2008 consideration of this area was postponed at Australia’s request due to
the shortage of relevant geological samples and geophysical data.

“Whether William’s Ridge is eligible to be continental shelf is unknown, as are the
geological processes that led to its development.

“Our voyage will for the first time carry out detailed investigations of the ridge,
including multibeam bathymetry, seismic imaging, sub-bottom-profiling, dredging
of rock samples, and deep towed-camera footage.

“This comprehensive and uniqgue data and sampling
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