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³Our study region covered two of the three major krill growth and development 
areas�´�Associate Professor Strutton said. 
 

³7KLV�LV�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�ZH¶YH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�PHDVXUH�NULOO�JUD]LQJ�RYHU�VXFK�D�ODUJH�
area, and for so long.  

 
³Previously these observations were made in very few locations in ship 

H[SHULPHQWV�WKDW�GRQ¶W�QHFHVVDULO\�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�UHDO�RFHDQ�´�KH�VDLG.  
 
Co-author Professor Philip Boyd said the proportion of phytoplankton consumed 

underlines their pivotal importance in the Southern Ocean ecosystem 
 

³7KH� LQVLJKWV� ZH� KDYH� JDLQHG� DUH� significant because these processes directly 
affect atmospheric carbon levels and therefore the global climate�´�KH�VDLG� 
 

³Similar to the advances that scientists have made through satellite chlorophyll 
observations since the 1990s, this new approach using profiling floats allows us to 

monitor remotely the different fates of plankton blooms and provide insights into 
the status of the ecosystem�´�Professor Boyd said. 
 

The research was funded by the Australian Research Council (ARC) through the 
Antarctic Gateway Partnership. 
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