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Baby love: 21 red handfish hatched in successful 
conservation breeding program  
Twenty-one red handfish hatchlings have arrived in the second ever conservation breeding event 
in captivity – and it’s an essential part of protecting this critically endangered species from 
extinction.  

“Despite being a small clutch, this is actually equivalent to a quarter of the known wild red handfish 
population in Tasmania – so it’s very encouraging to have successfully bred the species in captivity 
in two consecutive breeding seasons,” said IMAS researcher Dr Andrew Trotter, who co-leads the 
conservation breeding program at the University of Tasmania’s Institute for Marine and Antarctic 
Studies (IMAS). 

Dr Trotter said the eggs took just over 50 days to hatch, and were cared for by their doting mother 
the entire time. “Our aim now is to grow this year’s hatchlings into healthy sub-adults so we can 
release them and bolster the dwindling wild population. Ultimately, we want them to breed in the 
wild.” 

The young are raised in captivity for around one year, before being released into the wild. Before 
they are released, they go through ‘handfish school’, a conditioning and enrichment program that 
trains them to survive and thrive in the wild. 

“We’ve significantly improved our knowledge of red handfish biology, which has improved our 
captive holding and breeding capability,” Dr Trotter said.  

“Quite a few of our sub-adults are expected to mature next breeding season, so we’re very hopeful 
of producing many more hatchlings next year.” 
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