
 

utas.edu.au 

       
 
 

NEWS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA 
 

Media Release 
Chiefs of Staff, News Directors 
 

Friday 23 June 2017 
 

New research reveals impact of seismic surveys 
on zooplankton 
 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41559-017-0195
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41559-017-0195


 

utas.edu.au 

This 'hole' or region of lowered zooplankton presence was symmetric about the air gun line and 
increased through time.  
 
The abundance levels of living and deceased zooplankton were also tested in the same area, before 
and after the seismic survey testing.  
 
͞tĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ůŝǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĂĚ�ǌŽŽƉůĂŶŬƚŽŶ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŶĞƚƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�Ă�Ɛpecial staining 
technique and found that two to three times as many zooplankton were dead following the air gun 
ŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚĞĚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ͕͟��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�WƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌ�^ĞŵŵĞŶƐ�ƐĂŝĚ͘ 
 
Associate Professor McCauley said he hoped the research would prove useful in assisting regulatory 
authorities to monitor and manage marine seismic survey operations, in understanding how these 
surveys impact marine systems and how we may reduce such impacts. 
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