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New research offers solution to riddle 

of ocean carbon storage  
 
Research by a team of the world’s leading oceanographers has proposed a new 
explanation for how the ocean absorbs and stores carbon, solving a riddle that has 

long puzzled scientists. 
 

It’s well established that carbon in the atmosphere is absorbed by phytoplankton 
and transported to the ocean floor as the microscopic organisms die and sink 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-019-1098-2
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